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MEMOIRS 


oF THE PRESENT 


COUNTESS OF DERBY, 


(LATE MISS FARREN); 


INCLUDING 


ANECDOTES OF SEVERAL DISTINGUISHED PERSONS, 


PARTICULARLY 


THE RIGHT HON. c. J. , ö MRS. FARREN, HER LADYSHIP'S 
R. 3. $—N, ESQ, MOTHER, 
THE EARL OF D——Y, MRS. KNIGHT, HER LADYSHIP'S 
LORD ST—NL—Y, 88 SISTER, 
THE LATE GENERAL BURGOYNE, || CAPT. FARREN, HER LADYSHIP's 
LORD M—T—WN, UNCLE, 
THE LATE MR. PARSONS, | GEORGE COLMAN, THE ELDER, 
THE DUKE OF R——M—D, _, || THELATE EARL OF CHESTERFIELD, 
MR. KING, THE ACTOR, | MR. J. PALMER, THE ACTOR, 
MR. FARREN, HER LADYSHIP'sS i] MR. DIGNUM, 

FATHER, | THE SHOREDITCH PROPHET; 


THE LATE MR. YOUNGER, &c. &c. 


WITH A POSTSCRIPT EXTRAORDINARY! 


BY PETRONIUS ARBITER, ESQ. + 


' 
z1DexTEM pitta: VERUM 
euid veTat? | 


— —— 
LONDON: 


PUBLISHED BY H. p. SYMONDS, NO. 20, PATERNOSTER-ROW ; 
AND TO BE HAD OF ALL THE BOOKSELLERS, 
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DEDICATION. 


TO THE TOWN. 


* 


; LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, 

'Y great Ancestor and Name-sake, Petronius Arbiter, 
though he called his Book a Satire, yet comprehended 
in it a loose Sketch of the Biography of very many of the 
most celebrated Characters of his Time. The present Publi- 
cation, in some respects, resembles his Satyricon; as it 
relates zome part of the Follies of the Age. In many respects, 
however, it materially differs: for Petronius wrote in the de» 
bauched and wicked Reign of a Nero, while I write under 
the mild and beneficent Reign of GroxGe THz Tarr; 
and my Ancestor enjoyed all the luxuries of a Palace, while - 
I starve in a Garret. But the difference of our conditions is 
no argument against the truth of what either of us may say: 
For my own part, I can solemnly declare, that all I relate is 
© NAKED, UNBLUSHING TRUTH.” 


B Before 
( 


e 
Before I committed my Book to the World, thought of a: 
Dedication, and had at one time determined to dedicate it to 
the Covxr; but when I considered that I only related TxuTE,, 
was convinced I shauld not be a welcome Guest here. E 
| then determined to dedicate it to the Earl of Dzzzy ; but be- 
ing informed his Lordship was 'not much disposed to en- 
courage Literary Merit, I gave up that determination also; 
and despairing of making a few Guineas by dedicating, it to- 
any one, the first Edition was sent forth without any Dedication. 


Since the Publication, I have experienced the disadvantage 

of want of proper Patronage; by the various: and zealous: endra- 
vous that have been made to 5uppress it. But determined that 
Truth should not be driven from the Field, and sensible that all 
of you must feel. a wish to know the real History of the Life 
of 50 conspicuous a Character as the Countess of DR RRV, to- 
10 * following Memoirs are dedicated, dy, 


LADIES AND GENTLEMEN; 


Your most faithful Servant, 


PETRONIU $ ARBITER. 
From my Garret; | 


ELIZABETH, COUNTESS OF DERBY. 
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INCE the days of the notorious Poli FEexnTox®; Miss FAnREW iS 
I the first of the Children of Thespis who has arrived at the dignity 
of a Peerage;—the first who, after emerging from poverty and obscurity; 
and arriving at the summit of her profession as an Actress, has had the 
good fortune to be transferred from. the mimic grandeur of the Stage to 
the real splendors of a Court. A.narration, therefore, of the circum- 
stances of her birth, and the early events of her life, must prove enter- 
taining to. all who take pleasure in contemplating the progress of cele- 
brated Characters; and the more so, as so many contradictory accounts 
have been given of her life. Some of her Biographers have stated her 
to be allied to Families of the first respectability in Ireland; while others 
have insisted that slie was indebted to the benevolent Laws of this Coun 
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5 This Lady was the original Polly Piachim; in Gary's Beggar's Opera ; and her charms 

: in that character (more particularly in the scene in which she supplicates her Father to 
spare the life of Macheat h O, ponder well, be not severe, &c.) so won upon the af: 

. ſection of the then Duke of Bol rox, that he raized her to the participation of his bed and 
fortune, by. mak ing her his wiſe, . 


try 
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try for the protection afforded to her infant years; and that the first ex- 
ertions of her industry were employed in trundling a mop as house-maid 
to a tradesman in Bath. Both of these relations are very far from the 


„ 


truth. From her Ancestors Miss FARREx, in our opinion (to use the 
language of the Historian of the Roman Empire) © derives neither 


glory or shame ;” though, perhaps, the fastidious pride of the Countess 
may blush for the meanness of the origin of the Player. Her Father be- 
gean his career in life“ byſhammering drugs in a mortar for an Apothe- 
cary in the County of Cork; but indignant that his genius should be so 
cramped, and thinking it more honourable to © tear a passion to tat- 


ters, to very rags, than to pound rhubarb and nitre, he embraced an 
early opportunity of joining an itinerant Company of Performers who 
passed through the town he lived in; and shortly became an established 


member of their corps. In this situation he continued for many years, 


travelling from place to place, and undergoing all the vicissitudes inci- 

dent to that mode of life. Tired at length with the wretchedness of the 

condition of a Strolling Player in the country parts of the Sister King- 
| | a dom, 


„An Uncle of her Ladyship, at an early period of his life, endeavoured to overcame 


| the disadvantages he laboured under from the obscurity of his Birth, and ovcceeded in the 
attempt. When a boy, his genius and address attracted the notice of several of the most 


respectable Characters in that part of Ireland he lived in, through whose interest he pro- 
cured an Eusigney in the 64th Regiment, then quartered in the Sister Kingdom, and at 
length rose by the most laudable and soldier. like conduct to the rank of Captain. This 
Gentleman was a Scholar and an Author; and wrote an Essay on Taste, which was trans- 
mitted for the perusal of Dr. HawxzwworTn, who approved of it very much; but, we 
believe, it was never published. It is but justice to the Memory of Captain Faxzgn to 


add, that he was through life respeRed by all who knew him. 


+ The wretchedness of an Itinerant Corps in Ireland, can hardly be conceived from what 
we xe in this Country, The Author of these Memoirs has seen the part of the Widew 


Brady 


G 
dom, and thinking his abilities deserved a better reward than garving, 
he determined to adventure his fortune in England; and for that 


purpose, with much difficulty, he found his way to Liverpool, where, 


after some solicitation, the Manager 1E him to Py second and 
third-rate — 


An Engagement 3 in a 1 2 with a fixed Salary, —. ever 


wal it might be, was a new life to Mr. FanREN; and his sense of his 
happiness was so great, that it shewed itself in his copious libations at 
the shrins of Bacchus; or, in plainer language, he was so often intoxi- 
cated, that the Manager had several times, in the course of the Season, 


an intention of diacharging him. Frequently has the Play been im- 


peded from poor FarREN's forgetting it was time for him to be at the 
Theatre, and indulging i in another cup. He, for the most part, hows 
ever, contrived to walk on soberly in the first act, though. þ he e 


Staggered off drunk in the fifth“. 


Brady (a breeches part), in the Farce of the 1r:h Widow, played in high-heeled shoes, a 
shift, and a loose great coat, the poverty of the wardrobe not affording better accommo- 
dation, He remembers also to have seen the part of Captain Plume, in the Recruiting Of: 


ficer, enaQted in a red «t»ff coat, and a laced <oaiitcoat and |yelliny pluth breeches borrowed: 


from the Footman of the Parish Rector. And being once behind the scenes of a Theatre 
erected in a barn, and obgerving a Gentleman decked in a very gaudy suit without any 
stockings, he inquired whether the part he was going to perform required his legs to be 


naked? and was informed thet the Gentleman's Wife was then on, using the stockings, 


and that as ke did not appear at the same time with her (he only appearing once in the 
course of the Play), he was waiting till she took them off, in order to his n them 
on. Fifty facts, equally whimsical, might be related. f 5 


* An Anecdote of poor Farren's intoxication on the Stage, is still told i in Ir 
Having occasion in one of his parts to tear a letter, he was 80 tipsy, that after exclaiming 
seven or eight times, © and thus I tear the letter,” and making seven or eight attempts, 
in each of which his hand missed it, he altered the text of the author to, “ and thus T 
throw the letter from me; threw it down, and the Play proceeded, 


C 6 Mr. 


629 


Mr. Faxxzx's favourite liquor, when he resided at Liverpool, was 


Ale; and at that time, a little pot-house in Water-lane, in that town, 


was Celebrated for selling the best in Liverpool. To this house, there 


fore, he resorted every day to take bis cup, and enjoy the fumes of a 


pipe of the best Virginia. The Landlord had an only Daughter, a pretty, 
fresh-faced, smirking wench, who was mad for the company of Players, 


and would listen, with the greatest delight, to any tales relative to the 


Stage or its professors, No wonder, then, that she always took care to 
hand. the AZor-man, as she called him, his cup of the mild beverage. 
The assiduities of his charming Hebe at length had some effect on the 
heart of the Son of Thespis, and after an interchange of ogles and smiles, 
be began to drink delicious poison from her eyes, while he swallowed 


.. down the contents of the brown cup he had received from her fair hand. 


A sincere affect ion soon took place between them, mutual vows of eter- 


nal love succeeded, and after a few months spent as Lovers, they became 


7 


Man and Wife. This event took place some time about the year 1758. 


In her marriage with Mr. FAR REX, Mrs. Fax R EN had not only been 
actuated by the affection she bore him, and the pride of appearing the 


wife of an Actor in preference to Serving ou Ale, but by an ambition to 


become an Actress herself. In this ambition she was shortly gratified, 
by making her first appearance (we believe in a very humble part in Co- 
medy) on some Theatre in Lancashire, to which she had accompanied 
her husband; but her success was very far from flattering, and she was 
not enabled, by the produce of her acting, to add 2 to the comforts 
of matrimony. | 


In this itinerant life Mr. and Mrs. FaxREN continued dufing the 
int four or five years after their marriage, with various success, in dif- 
| ferent 


4 


ferent parts of England and Ireland. Mrs. FaaREN, though not very 
fortunate as an Actress, was very prolific as a Mother, and in less 
than four years, produced her husband three fine Girls and a Boy: Miss 
Kirrr, now Mrs. KniGaTt; Miss Bzrszr, the subject of these Me- 
moirs; and two others who died young. By careful economy on her 
part, notwithstanding Mr. FanxRx's fondness for Ale, she was enabled 
to provide for the infancy of these Children with decency; and as 
long as their Father lived (to her honour be it spoken), her care 
and prudence preserved the whole family from want. His death, 
however, about ten or twelve years, as we are informed, after their 
marriage, reduced Mrs. FArREN and her Children to the greatest 
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Left without friends, and even without abilities toprocure a comfortable 
subsistence for a numerous family, Mrs. Fax R RN struggled for them with 
great fortitude; and though she experienced the most poignant poverty, 
yet she ſulfilled the duties of a Mother with the greatest tenderness. As 
her situation in the Corps to which she belonged, was very inferior, $0 
were her profits ; and whenever her Children were capable, she put them 
on the Stage, that their exertions might contribute a small pittance to 
the general stock. Her eldest Daughter, Kirry (now Mrs. Kxicat) 
first cheered her hopes, by displaying great vivacity and sprightliness in 
the parts of Girls and Chambermaids ; while BzTszyr (the Countess of 
DerBrY) received great applause in Edward the Fifth, in the tragedy of 
Richard the Third, and similar parts; at the same time she discovered a 

F very agreeable voice; but their indigence was still exceedingly depress- 
ing. . 
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aunt} of the Companies of Players out of London are what 


are called Sharing Companies“ every Performer partaking equally of 
the profits, To these Companies it was generally the lot of Mrs. Fax- 
nx to belong; and as every one shared the profits, every one partook. 
of the labours. The Scenery and Wardrobe of a Company of this kind, 
cannot be suppozed to be very ponderous articles; if, therefore, at any 


time, the funds of the Company were so low as not to furnish the neces- 


sary sum for the hire of any kind of vehicle, to convey the live and dead 


stock from town to town, each member took a portion of the scenery or 


wardrobe on his back, and trudged on to where they next intended to 


establish themselves; — nor were the Ladies excused on such occasions. 
Whenever this circumstance occurred in a Company to which Mrs. 


 Farrex for many years belonged, it l fell to the lot of Lady 


DERBY to carry the Dram f 

| This wei; the Drum may, to such as are not acquainted with the 
paraphernalia of a Country Company, be unintelligible. We therefore 
explain it: As the finances of the Company are always slender, and the 
strictest ceconomy is necessary, a very small number of Bills are made 


to answer the purpose of announcing the intended Representations. But 


to make amends for this defect, which prudence compels them to, they 


It may not be unentertaining to give our readers a short sketch of the nature of these 


Sharing Companies. —There are generally in each of them, including the Manager, sixteen 


persons. The profits are divided into twenty shares, of which the Manager, for Scenery, 
Wardrobe, &. takes four, and one as a Performer; of the remaining fifteen shares, each 
member takes one; and it is to be observ ed, that every Actor takes an equal share, whe. 
ther he performs first, second, or third- rate parts. Thus Macbeth and the Murderer, 
Hamlet and the Sentinel, Lear and one of his Knights, all take an equal division of the 
8 | 
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(tf 
dutfibute their Bills bj beat of Drion, itt order that their anden and in- 
tentions may be known to every inhabitant! A 2 on this acebützt. 
akvays makes a part of the Property of a Country Company ; and her 
Ladyship, from being so very young, and being a favourite with the 


Manager, had always the care of it entrusted to ber, add Gartied'it on on 
her head in their wandetings from place to place 8 012 41155 ; 
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In the course of one of these . when the Company were 
moving from one town to another, they wete overtaken by a very heavy 
shower and Berszy FAuAEN (her Ladyship) fearing her rum night” 

not sufficiently shelter her from the pelting of the storm, called but to 
one of the male members of the Company, who was carrying a part of 
** SCe1 % Here, Mr. , give me the fat Alderman, he shall robe? 

e. By this fat Alderman, ber Ladyship meant the picture of the” 
A used in CxnEALAN's charming Comedy of the Wes: Indian, 
n was at tha? tithe den, PIs N re 90 5400 wi 20. AWE 
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In this way passed the Ras part of the e We now 
conduct her to a period of her r from yr She may fairly ow 
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Tired with the misery Atelihnt on 4 ibn life, I unable from 


the profits it produced to provide even the necessaries of liſe for her 


Childien;' Mis. Faxz xx determined on ctideayouring to establich her- 
self under tke banners of some respectable and permanent Company; 
and for this purpose she made application to Mr. WRIT ETI, then Ma- 
e e at Sea But bene Fortunefrowned on tier vishes: . 


”- 


© * Some Companies Shich' wich to Appear — rlpettable, ad at the bottom of their 
_ Bills—4"N, P. The Company do not ue 3 Drum ! 9" —Rimm l, © 
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never passed by unheeded; and wretchedness always left his charitable 


14 


for this n nas no vacancy. Considera- 


tions, however, of humanity, on beholding a Mother with her two Daugh- 


25 ters struggling with the distress which was ready to crush them, induced 


him to give them strong letters of recommendation to Mr. Josurx 
YouNGER, then Patentee of the Liverpool Theatre; and from this re- 


- commendation Lady DzzzY may justly date the eee 


NO e ee 


Mr. . a hs. Wee 1 . 
wants and distresses of his fellow - creatures; Mhose heart eyer felt for, 
and whose hand was ever open to relieve, their miseries ;——poverty he 


door with a smile. The Author of these Memoirs has more than once 
been witness to the tear of gratitude which has succeeded the anguish 
he has removed; and is proud to pay this just tribute to departed worth. 
Such being the character of Mr. Lovxoxx, it is not to be wondered at 


that he embraced the cause of our Heroine, her Sister, and her Mother, 
and engaged the whole family. vin 


Miss Kirry Farran's (now Mrs. Knicur) chief merit lay in the 


performance of pert Chambermaids and giddy Girls, and in these cha- 
raters she immediately became useful in the Liverpool Theatre. Miss 


BETSEY (her Ladyship) aspired somewhat higher, and as she was, 
thought to possess an excellent voice, at the age of fifteen she made her 
debut on the boards of a regular Theatre, in the character of Rusetta, in 
the Opera of Love in a Village; but such was the extreme poverty of the 
family that, it is very well remembered, the Ladies belonging to the 
Theatre were under the necessity of subscribing each a portion of their 
apparel, before she could be properly equipped: So much may great 
* and merit be depressed before opportunity is afforded for their 
display. 


6 


and, shiortly after, she performed Lady Townly, in a manner that stamped 
her fame with the good people of Liverpool, and gave such satisfaction 
— anne that he procured credit with his tradesmen for what 

de ami might stand in need of, and thus enabled our 
Hero to make eee in oe deg mute bn au 
an Actress. 


The friendship of Mr. Tovvonx did not stop here : for he not only 
encouraged the rising talents of her Ladyship, by advancing her Salary, 
but made use of every endeavour" to promote her interests“. During 
nnn pom 
— TY} : >< 


bb Pati, atuxious that her merit shoutd not be lost in 
obscurity, on his return to the Metropolis obtained her an Engagement 
with the elder Col Max, then Patentee of the Theatre Royal in the 
Hay - market; and in the summer of the year 1777, she made her first 
appearance there in the character of Ratetta, in Love in a Village, the 
same part she had chosen for her debt at Liverpool. This was succeed- 
ed by her performance of Lady Townly, in which she obtained great ap- 
plause ; and taught the public to considet her as a very promising young 
At this period Miss FakR EN and her Mother lodged in Suffolk-street, | 
near the Hay- market; and though their circumstances were much im- 
mmm, NAA 


» About this dme, de Sutpdty vente added Shg# hat- Throne" 
belong- 


; belonging to the Liverpool Company” ung hid aac was 

vited to partake” of 4 family dinher, which consisted of à Sbauduer 'of - 

| Mutton and Potatoes, served in the broton dich in which they were baked; 

and a plain Por / Porters. This fare} theugh simple, was duxuridus 


C&)- 


compared with what they had beth used tö i their theatfical rambles - 
in the North, where the airy Jevity of Comedy had tod viten served for 


a Breakfast, and the sober dignity of Tragedy supplied the plaes: of the 


more solid * of a good Dinner. 
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Te tepeta e whichobr ail lessine bad 80 justly procured herself at 


the Little Theatre, obtained her un Engagement from the Manager of 


Covent · Garden, where she performed Tragedy with the late Mr. Dicorg, 
with much applause. The friendship of Mr. Vou NSAR still kept pace 
with her deserts, and in a very short time he gave her an Engagement at 


Drury-Lane, '6f Which Theatre he uus at that time Stage - Manager. 


| Here he was mrs. n 'votary nw r 16 
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"+ 3 the first Seaodd df her Ladyihip' s REY at ld W ae Thertre, the 
elder Colxax bestowed on het Mother the name of Tu- tier. VITWWeplctat ine bo 


require some explanation. We ghali dell the anecdotd from whiclvitoriginited; ia C 


Nax himself used to tell it. One morning after Rehearsal, Mrs, F. was obset ved to be , 


very anxious ta hasten her Daughter from: the Theatre, by following, her, and repeated! 
telling her cc It will be cold If aui be cold!” Col uan in the meanwhile fancied be 


smelt something eatable, and thought it came from Mrs. F. “s Pocket. Determihed, 

however, to know the truth, he good humouredly insisted on examining it, when he 
faund that che had on a Pocket lined with Tix, filled with Ir beit Regi which she Aad 
procured at a Shop near hand, and | which was intendefl for the ginner- of her- and her 
bg, r et e e eee 


only method of not wasting the Gravy she got with the M, e do not youth for the 
exact truth of this story; but certain it is, that Colman 90 it as long as he Iived, and 


that neither Mts, F. or her Ladysbip hahe ever-been accuseñ of the in eL xD 


l | | 


1 97 


peared in the characters of Fulier, and the Fair Circomian, in a new Play 


which in that season had a great run. But through the Coalition of the 
two Theatres, which took D in that winter, she played RP 
ent wont Wang "160; | 


kd this 1206 that Mizs FARREN ant began to be. kd 
by the young Men of Fashion; among the foremost of whom was the 
Right Hon. C—— J—— F—, who for many months paid her the most 
pointed attention, and frequently avowed the $incerest affection. Mr. 
F—, at that time, was considered a handsome and accomplished 
man; no wonder then that he aspired to the possession-of a'Lady, who 
was so generally admired ; or that the Demostbenes of his Country, the 


zealous and eloquent Guardian of its most sacred Rights, % .ho | 


sighing out his soul at the feet of a giddy, green-sick. Girl. 


= The passion of Mr. Fox for her Ladyrhipacontioudd very violent during 
the whole of the winter; and it is possible, that, as her virtue refused offers 
of Carte - Blanche, he might have been induced to offer her honourable 
terms, had not a circumstance occurred, in the following summer, 
which completely cooled the n of his desires. This circumstance 


will be told in its proper place. „ ninse va 2d ai 


Though Miss Fan RE took the lead at her first appearance in the 
Winter Theatres in Tragedy, yet she was considered as second only to 
the British Thalia, Mrs. AB1NGTON, in Comedy; and the removal of 
that Lady from Drury - Lane to Covent Garden afforded. full opportunity 
for the display of her talents in their proper sphere. To this event she 


was certainly indebted for the rank she shortly after obtained in the 
public estimation, as the mimic representative of the Woman of 
Fashion. 8 n 
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| Mrs. Aris rox, ptevious to the opening of the Hay- market Thea- 
tre in the succeeding summer, entered into terms with Mr. Col MAN, to 
perform the part of Lady Newberry, in his new Comedy of Separate 
Maintenance, which was then in preparation; but Mr. Suzzinax and 
the Proprietors of Dury-Lane, thinking her loss irreparable, and wishing 
to prevent their leading Actress making her appearance at a Summer 
Theatre, compromised with her on her own terms. In consequence of 
Wo: which she signified her inability to comply with her Engagement; and 
K Mr. Corman was under the necessity of looking out for some one to 
supply her place. In this conjuncture Miss Fan AEx alone offered, and 
the little Manager (though he insisted that, from her having been so re- 
cently in so mean a situation, she must be too aukwaurd and illiterate to 
personate the finished and e Woman of Ry he bad drawn) put 

her into the part. 


Mr. Cor Max, m in general a most excellent judge, had not, 
in this instance, formed a very accurate estimate of Miss Farrin's 
abilities: for her acting in Lady Newherry not only gave the greatest 
satisfaction to himself, but so confirmed her fame with the Public, that 
she was considered, from that time, as equal to her predecessor (Mrs. 
9/4 orlhivierty in the ne e of the Fine Lady. 


About this time the Public Prints talked of a penchant be- 
tween her Ladyship and Jonn PALMER, the Comedian; but though 


| © There is an allusion to the dizappointment Mr. Corman felt in Mrs. Arn rox's 

? failing in her engagement to perform the part of Lady Newberry, and his being under 

| the necessity of putting s0 young an Actress in her stead, in the Prologue to Separate 
« A Younger Princess hoists the Empress“ flag.” 

the 
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the subject was then the topic of general conversation, and it is pretty 
certain that the Parties had some attachment for each other, yet it is 
equally certain, that nothing passed between them but what was strictly 
honourable. Be that, however, as it may, not only wit, but malevo- 
lence, were freely exercised at their expence; and a Bon Mot of the 
elder CoLMan deserves to be recorded. While the Comedy of Separate 
Maintenance was getting up, PALMER was one morning not to be found 
at Rehearsal, and both Author and Performers were delayed at the 
Theatre by his non-atteadance. At length Miss FarrEx ran into the 
Green-Room, and said“ he was arrived, and coming along the Stage- 
passage she knew him by his tread.” © Are you so well acquainted with 
Mr. PatmeR's tread, Madam?“ said Colman. Which question, for 
the moment, quite put our Heroine to the blushꝰ. 


In the course of this second season of her Ladyship's appearance 
in the Hay- market, she performed (for the first time of her per- 
forming a Breeches Part) the character of Charlotte, in ColxAx's Co- 


Another Bon Mot of Colman, which originated in this same Play, is well worth 

preserv ing. In one of the Scenes, Lady Newberry says the has a Receipt to make a Fine 
Gentleman. A Fine Gentleman by Receipt !”* exclaims another of the Characters 
« how is that?“ © I will tell you in three words,” —is che reply—** The Graces! 
The Gzaces! The Gracrs!”” The late Earl of CyesrexrieLD, who bad not long be. 
fore published his © Letters on Politeness*” to his Son, being present in the Stage. Box, every 
eye in the Theatre was immediately turned upon him—40 much so, that he left his seat. 
When the Play was over, he went to the Green- room, and told Miss Faxzex that 
when the replied, © The Graces ! The Graces ! The Graces !“ she looked towards him, 
which turned the attention of the whole House upon him. Impossible, my Lord,“ 
taid Col nan, the Graces are not allied to your Lordsbip's Family.“ —PILUr Doa- 
un STANHOPE was then just returned from abroad, Eng all his Father's in- 


struRions, a very aukward ill- bred fellow, | 
| medy 
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medy of the Sund. But her appearance in thiswas tee te 5 
what it had been in other characters, and she looked to so much disad- 
vantage in breeches, that the passions of the Man of the People were 
completely cooled by seeing her, and after exclaiming, D—n it, she 
has no prominence either before or behind —all is a straight line from 
«© head to foot; and for her legs, they are shaped like a sugar loaf *”—- 
he gave up the pursuit for ever. The authenticity of this fact may be 
relied on; and had not Mr. F— been disgusted by seeing her Ladyship 
in breeches, he might have continued her ne to vas ny. 


$4 14 : 


Mr. Fox was succeeded in his attentions to our * Lady hy the 
Right Hon. the Earl of Dzrxsy, who, from some attentions he had 
endeavoured to pay her, it is supposed, rejoiced very much at that 
Gentleman's resignation. His Lordsbip immediately avowed the most 
sincere and ardent attachment, and took every means of promoting her 
interests. He not only used his utmost influence to forward her in the 
favour of Mr. SHERIDAN, then one of the Proprietors of Drury-Lane 
Theatre, but procured her many Patrons among Ladies of the first 
Fashion in the Country. Amongst these, Lady Dokorux Tuoursox 
and Lady CxciLIA inen noticed her Ladyship in a particuliy 
manner. 

Such high Patronage immediately raised her consequence within the 
walls of the Theatre; and Mr. KI xo, who about that time was ap- 
pointed Manager, was proud to advise and advance a Lady so much 
noticed by the Fashionable World. 


* Lord M— r — vx, whose propentities were then much talked of, on seeing her Lady- 
ship perform in the Suicide, declared,“ she looked like a fine aukward growing Boy, 
and _ make a — companion — in breeches,” 


An 
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- e Verses was handed about Town at che period. of 
Lord Dzz8v's;avowal of his attachment, diszuading her from a con- 
nexion with bis Lordship,-.a5 too garly in life to, 2/ay © Dar and 
_ Joas.” -. Notwithstanding this, she continued to encourage his atten - 
tions; which-30 emboldeged the day. Earl, that Ihe made an. offer. of 
Carter Blanche, with all the gay train of, etceterss.... This offer was re; 
jected with great bautexr.; and his Lordship was compelled to atone 
for the insult offered to her Ladyship's Virtue, and, make his peace. by 
the most humble mann 
1 vl & Aeg SF! g e a1 
„Abe ths cocked N made the derbe imprexsion 
on Lord Dx, and added to the ardour of his loye.. His attentions 
daily increased, and he was never happy but when dangling at her heels. 5 
Frequently has he been seen following her, after morning Rehearzals, 
from Old Drury to Grosvenor-square, puffing from want of breath, and 
sighing his soft tale,” while her Ladyship, from mere wantonness, has 
kept him on the jog-trot, and bardly. deigned to give him a Slife.” Still 
his attentions continued unabated ; and her Ladyship began now to 
behold, in fancy, the golden cirele of Nobility -N hoped might 


zome time encompass her brow. mize road ec 


* 


. 


Elevated to he rst Circles, * now Va anxious to rival those 
of the highest rank and fortune in every female and palite acconiplisb- 
ment; and she applied with such indefatigable pains to improvement, 
as within a few years to be justly W a finished pattern of Female 
Fasbion and IN 25 


et 2 d +43 1 1. e hun T21S 42952 


A few years subsequent to Lord DzzsY's avowal'sf his passion, His 
Grace the Duke of Riennonge des irous of 9 Private Plays per- 


formed at his house in Privy-Gardens, "+ which the 'obere EARL, Lord 
F HENRN 


A F. 


Far Virkbus (1d, 4nd the Hos, Bis- Dants, were to perſorm 


© i ks ) 


the principal Characters, her Ladysbip was appointed: to preside over the 
Stage Business, an employment for which she expressed great fondness, 


as it afforded her an opportunity of being introduced to many of the 


first Nobility in the Kingdom, and thereby gave ber un importance un- 


known 80 any Theatrical Cotemporary. This opportunity she failed 


not to improve all in her power, and r s 


8 tified & wk at extent of her wishes... 


4124 7 6. Gmb 77 5; 
From this period she began to be noticed, and even crab, by a 
very long list of Fashionables; a circumstance which seemed at all times 


to have been her greatest ambition. She took a house in Green“street, 
Grosvenor- square, and endeavouring to forget the mean condition of 
trudging from town to” town wh the Drum, set up er Cage 


About this period the following Lines were addressed, by _ Davy, to Mr. 


WMvurnznr,, the 1 i on his Portrait of Miss Fanz: 


© chou hose Pericil all the Groces while; IO 
Whom Beauty, conscious of her fading Bloom, 
So oft implores, alas l with harmless pride, 


— 1 


- 


| 3 To snatch the transient treacure from the Tomb ; 


PFleas'd, I behold the Fair, whose comic Art 
Th' unwearied eye of taste and judgment draws ;- 
Who charms with Nature's elegance the Heart, 
And claims the loudest thunder of applause. 


Such, such alone, should prompt thy Pencil's toil :- 
Of 8aving Folly. give thy labour oer; 

Fools never will be wanting to our Isle, 
Perhaps a Fan may appear no more. 


630 

and: chunged the homely fare of a w 5170 Mutton i ina brown d 
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In this a eee den lay 
chip's life ;- but Prospetity. too often banishes Gratitude and Feeling. Of / 
the truth of this observation, her conduct towards the generous Guar- 
dian of her Youth, Mr. Younoas; affords à strong instance. A few 
years after her first appearance in London, ill health compelled that Gen · 
neman to tesign his situation as Stage · Manager of Drury-Laue; and he 
tettioved=to Liverpool, where, for the most part, he resided- The 
wish, however, of conversing with his old Friends, induced him, aſtet 
rather a long absence, to visit the Metropolis; and shortly after his ar- 
fival, anxious to behold the happiness which his Benevolence had been 
the chief means of creating, he knocked at Miss FaRRRN's door, and 
sent in his name, when —the Writer of these Memoirs blushes for the 
fact while he relates it - the embryo Countess sent out an answer by the 
Servant, © that she knew no person of that name.“ Well might the 
feeling heart of Youxc tr be · deeply wounded by such usage, and wel 
33 in the language eee | 


d gary ag erg 
A benefits forget 
The” thou the . waters warp,-. 
Thy sting is not s0 sharp 

As friend remember d not. 


Mr. Lov vox related his reception at the house of his quondam 
Pupil, to some Gentlemen of the Theatre, who, to prove her Ladyship 
farther, mentioned in the Green-Room, that, * her friend Tou vos 
4 was in Towal“'—“ Youncsr! 'Youncsr !” said she, * T h not 

* know 
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5 Ales le hun Leiter; Uasah lee head üanchen 0% Uhnsbgsest dies 
„ Patentee of the Liverpool Theatre d thus adding FA iZ 0% I. 
Fratitude towards the man who had shielded her when unprotected, and 
| rescued her from Poverty and Misery. E mot from Ran!!! 

33) 201125 boa hee crfetund. n H mme 2d - oh cf lick 
At ee said, that thongh Miss Fan RAV refused to der her Bebe 
factor, sbe nevertheless relie ved his wants in secret, by several handsome 
Presents; but this could not be the cabe: for the benevolent Louxoas 
was never in want of Charity from any one; and the hand that had 80 
often administered | to the Miseries of his, Fellow- Creatures, never 
nnn the . of W eee _ ti Air 
* C 06: &% 1215934 1 

« 2 . "Or; WON Slab * Ladyahip — 
Theatre, boasting of the goodness of her Memory ; when the. late inimitable 
PARSOxs, after hearing ber with much attention, observed, that '* he 
could not think 12185 _ N l e POP the Res "= 


2 recayverl: „„ 


Abe ly ann 1b 1040 the oe — aneanet: — 
carried in any other way, determined on Honourable Proposals; and 


promised, on the event of the late Countess's death, to share with Miss 
FARREN his Heart and Fortune. From this period, therefore, she 
considered herself as the expefant Lady Dx NY ; and his Lordship 
shewed all the attention of an expectant Husband. For many years, a 
servant went regularly, at ten o'clock in the morning, from Grosvenor- 
square to Green-street, to inquire after her health; and his Lordship's 
first question on getting up, was, How has Miss FazREx slept?“ 
and if the answer was favourable, he expressed the greatest satisfaction. 
This was certainly a very strong prop? of the e and r 
of his attachment. 4999 ST of "ow 

Still 


t 


Still our Heroine doubted the stability of her Fortune; and feared 
that the Countess in Ponersion might outlive the Countess iu Expefancy. 
The Children of Hope are always the Children of Fear, and the Chil 
dten of Fear are ever anxious to pry into Futurity. No wonder then 
pore» Al au pe eee 
pb ame Iataaher/ 1 4 Sp 


In Ms Wai breed of your things 
who professed to have studied the Stars, and to tell the Decrees of Fate. 
This Lunatic or Enthusiast has, we believe, been visited by thousands“, 
who wished to know the good or ill that awuited them. Often has the 
Lover hastened to learn whether his Mistress would ever bless his arms; 
the Gambler to know on what card to stake his Fortune; the Specus 
lator to be told whether his Schemes of Wealth would be suocessful; 
and the giddy Girl, who had longed for Grandeur, to inquire whether 
her golden Dreams would be realized. To this Prophet went her Lady- 
ship; and, we have heard, he gratified her ambition, by telling her +, 
that the Coronet which Fate had suspended over het, would some time 
__ on her head. | 


We Ades le üs end her Ladyship to the most splendid and 
important event of her Life, an event which must be recent in the me- 
mory of every one. The death of the late Countess afforded the EAT 


an 11 r of Wee the sincerity of his promises, by the fulfilling 
A certain IIlustrious Personage once paid this Oracle a visit, and was told zome 
W wrongs Pot” oru8"3 and, almost, tremble. 


+ A Caricature Print was publizhod at this time; intitled, « Beatrice fixhing for a Ce- 
roxet,”' reprezenting her Ladyship in the act of consulting this Dispenser of Fate, 
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of thanks Still the Public doubted whether she would have her ambi - 
tion gratified.” Some were of opinion, that the ardour of the Lover's 
affection had been cooled by length of time, and that he would never 
. degrade the Peerage by an union with an Actress; while others insisted, 
that time, fur from lessening, had increased, his affection, and that her 
having prudently kept him at such a respectful distance, would induce 
him to raise nenen of his title as soon as decency 


would permit. 


Those who held the latter opinion, were in the right: for a very short 
time elapsed before her Ladyship's intention of quitting the Stage was 
publicly announced, to the no small emolument of the Proprietors, on 
the remaining nights of the Performance. The Public flocked in 
crods to see their old favourite, before she retired for ever, and for a 
week or two e e eee pay the. Farr 
formers. | 


1 


we IPO aka a fact which we look on with regret and i in- 
dignation, and which we could hardly give credit to, did we not know 
it to be true from actual observation. Lord S —. Son of the 
Earl of Dax, had for some years previous to the time we have just 
mentioned, been in the habits of chaperoning Miss FaRRERN to and 
from the Theatre, when the calls of public or private business required 
his F athet's presence elsewhere. This, the vanity of a young Man, who 
professed to be the Man of Fashion, might, in part, excuse ; but the 
event of the death of a Parent might have been some check on his gal- 
lantry. Lord 8 „ nevertheless, continued his attentions even 
during the short interval that elapsed between her Death and Funeral : 
thus flattering the ambition of the expeFant Countess at the expence of 
the respect he owed to the Memory of the source of his Being. Surely 


* 


this puny Lordling was not weak enough to think, that the Legitimacy, 
of his Tila: te Henan 94.994 ene 


ntrengibened by trunpling eee. oof aan 


The night soon arrived in which her Ladysbip was to bid farewell to 
that Audience, whose approbation had so often cheared her in her 


Theatrical Career; and after the loudest and most reiterated plaudits | 


ever perhaps heard within the Walls of a Theatre, the Curtain dropt 
on the Glass of F ashion, the Favourite of THALIA, for ever. 


Her Ladyship having taken her W of the Audience, proceeded to 
the Green - Room to bid farewell to the Performers; and here a scene en- 
sued that would have drawn tears down the cheek of frozen AraTay !— 
Men, Women, and Children, were all bewailing the loss they should sus- 
tain by her secess ion! Drox vx, the Singer, in particular, was so much 
affected, that, after sobbing violently for a quarter of an hour, he de- 
clared he never had felt so much grief, unless once during his apprentice- 
ship, when staring out of his shop · window after Tom Kix, who was 

then passing by, and forgetting the goose was too hot, he burnt a coat - 
'  gleeve off“. In the general grief of the Green - Room, her Ladyship 


* This Gentleman (Mr. Dicxuu) has, we are well informed, expressed himself mack 
hurt at what he calls the scandal of hinting at his having been a Taylor; the fat is, how. 
ever, as here related; and it is equally true, that he served seven years apprenticeship to 
his Father, an honest Taylor, in Little Wild.street, Shortly after his first appearance at 
Drury-Lane, he boasted to Mr. SMity (who has since retired from the Stage), that he 
made the Coat he then wore. Add to this, that the said Mr. Diexum, though a good vort 
of a Man, is no Gold:mith, This the following Anecdote will prove :—A few years since, 
he told Mr. Kzustz that he doubted much whether he (Mr. Dionun) perfectly knew the 
meaning of the word Pux ; *“ but, said he, I think I made a very gad one this morn. 
ing: A friend of mine invited me to dine auith him. at three o'clock. I am much obliged to 


you, said I, but I am engaged at three o'clock, —Is not that a very good Pun, Mr, Kum 


BLE?”'—-OLzripum Carvut!!! 
alone 
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. dropping one” tear, on — those e — W 


consequence is, at all times when dressed for her Part, attended by a 


- had served for four or five years with the greatest attention), when turn- 
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IN last at behind the Curtain of the Theatre Was $0 generous and 
noble, as to deserve to be recorded: Every Female Performer of any 


Page, to carry her train, &c. This Page i is a little Boy, generally from 
five to nine years of age, who is paid by the Proprietors for that pur- 
pose; and each Lady has her separate Page. On her Ladyship's quit- 
ting the Green-Room, this little fellow was waiting at the door (doubt- 
less with the expectation of a small Present from a Mistress whom he 


ing to FosnROoOx, the Box and Housekeeper, who stood near her, she 
generously ordered him 10 give ber Page HALy-a-Crown® !!. How 
much more credit would it have reflected on that Nobility she was 
upon the eve of enjoying, had she took the child by the hand, acknow- 
ledged her sense of his fidelity, cordially bade him adieu, and made him 
happy by a more generous, present. This conduct would indeed have 
added real dignity to high rank. We are proud to mention one 
Lady whose feeling heart would not have suffered her, in a similar 
situation, to have acted otherwise. Need we say, that we mean the 
amiable: JorRDAN ? 


| From the moment of her Ladyship's leaving the Stage, preparations 
began to be made for the Marriage, which was intended to take place 


„This Hatr-Crown, it is to be observed, the little Page has mot received to this mo- 
ment. Fosprxoox, on being askedyfor it by the Child, refused to give it him. Whether 
he doubted the goodness of her Ladyship's Memory, or was ashamed to be Is almoner of 
such noble bounty, we are at a loss to determine. 

within 
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wikhity x few days; but the Eant's passions were- iulla ed to such a 
degree with the expectations of his coming bliss, that it produced a fit 
of the Gout, and his happiness was unavoidably delayed till his re- 
covety. Fhe ceremony which united this faithful! Pair, after a court- 


ip of eighteen years, was at last performed at his Lordsbip's house in 
Grosvenor - Square; atid at nine O clock the same evening, they set out 


mony.. A Diurnal Writer next morning wittily observed, that it was 
. 80 dark when they left Town, they could not see, and therefore felt their 
way. AT e TITRE Was n 
OS, f | | 
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alty, and Hzx MaJzsTY conversed with her for some time in the 
Circle. But here her Ladyship's: conversation, like Lenitiur s in the 


Prixe, smelt of the Shop, in spite of all her efforts to prevent it; In 
tze course of the conversation in the Drawing -Room, she said, sbe 


felt that the most blissful moment of her life, in which she had the dis- 
tinguished honour of appearing Before HN Mass in her new' Chatac-- 
ter. It has been said that the Quzzx 5 our fair Dame very gravely 
at this expression; as much as to ask — Cannot your Ladyship. for- 


got your breed ing? 


For Sethe days previvur to tis dy of triumptz ir had been much. 


doubted in the Fashionable World, whether the Countess could be're-. 
ceived at Court. This doubt was, however, removed by her speedy 
ane ther. Vet wo cannot forbear giving it as our decided opi- 


nion, that the etiquette ol the Cout forbad her Ladychi ip's introduction. 
The obscurity of plebeian origin may be completely removed by an 


G. union | 


for the Oaks, (the Ens Seat in Surrey], to try the pleasures of Matri- 


e Denen sbe was particularly singled out ſor the notice of Roy - 
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 Grandeur—from a Barn to a Court. We have fulfilled our duty, in 
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4. with Nobility; bite can never agree to eie eos 
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e perhaps, be said, aut al the eee Tuns dis 
IEsTIES' Persons, are their Servants; but they are Servants'of a different 


kind from the Players of Old Drury: for they are the Servants of Tuz1n 
 MajesT18s only, ITO ane _ ame n c 
Servants of the Public. jn n 
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We e erben G of eee 


relating the History of her Life hones/ly. We have not extenuated any 
one fact; — we have not intentionally misrepresented one; — nor have 
we < gt don aught in malice.” Those who envy her Ladyship's eleva - 
tion, may think we have spoken too favourably; while those who re- 
gard her with more partiality, may think we have related circumstances 
which in some degree lessen the consequence of a Peeress. Both these 
opinions we regard with Indifference. Truth alone has been our guide; 
and we feel those sensations on committing the Book to the meh 


d rag ane mains TO e g e 


? R . 


« p id to be PR. that only the Performers of the Theatre Royal, IO 
are Tui MajesT18s' Servants ; and that all Players are, by several Statutes, declared 
Vagabmds and excommunicate, of course not entitled to Christian Burial. Cranes the 
Se coxo bettered their condition, and from the beginning of his Reign, that portion of 
them which was dep inated his Seryants, wore A Livery, which was given them an- 
nually from the Office of the Lord Chamberlain ; and on great occasions they waited at 
the Royal Table, and partook of the regal crambs. The œconomy which took place un- 
der the Administration of Sit Roszär WaLroLs, deprived the Players of their uu 


suit, _ 8d mamma 15661 5A 
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IN the preceding part of our Book we have conducted the Countess 
of DzrBY from her Birth to the period of her alliance with the high . 


blood of the STAnizvs. There we had determined to pause, and 
leave her to enjoy the Honqurs she had arrived at. The chaste delights 


of the connmbial state, we thought, opened prospects of Bliss to the new 


married Pair; but, Gentle Reader, (would'st thou believe it?) the 


Lovers, on the Evening of their Marriage, set off for the Oaks, where, 
alas ! they found not in the joys of Love and Solitude, enough to make 
them forget the Dissipations of the Towh :—after two days, they return- 
ed to Grosvenor-Square ; and, though eighteen years had been passed in 
Courtship, for the first Month they could not find their way to the Hy- 
meneal Bed before Four o Clock euch Morning ! ! In which of the illus- 
trious Couple could this conduct originate? Surely common Report, 
in almost every instance a Liar, did not tell Truth, when she talked 
of his Lordsbip being in certain respects u, or, in the phraseology 
of the Platonic Philosophy, wanting nnn 
Prime bliss of the Married State 
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